
What is Globalympics? 
 
Welcome to Globalympics!  
 
The Globalympics program is a great learning opportunity for the students 
at Cucinella. The following information is an overview of the program, how 
it is run and what is expected of the testers and the students.   This 
overview will hopefully answer any questions that you may have regarding 
the program.   
 
Globalympics is run by PTO volunteers.  We are always in need of 
volunteers and would love for you to help.  It is a great way to come into the 
school and see your child and meet their friends and classmates as you 
test them!  The children love when their parents/grandparents come in to 
help out!  Please consider volunteering for this great program!   
 
If you have any questions after reviewing this information, please feel free 
to contact Mary Ann Macintyre, Globalympic Coordinator, at 
cucinellaptogeography@hotmail.com. 
 
What is Globalympics? 
 
*Globalympics is a voluntary, creative, geography program, run by  
the Cucinella PTO, available to students in grades K-3.   
 
*Globalympics is an independent, at home geography course, with informal 
testing done at school.   The student progresses, at his or her own pace, 
from one level to the next.  
 
*The goal of Globalympics is to be a fun, educational adventure to boost 
your child’s knowledge of the world we live in. 
 
*Globalympics will expand young minds, building knowledge and 
confidence.  The students can feel proud as they complete each level 
successfully.  
                                                                                                         
 



What are the Globalympics Levels? 
*The Globalympics is set up with 5 Achievement Levels: 
                     Level 1 – Bronze 
                     Level 2 – Silver 
                     Level 3  - Gold 
                     Level 4  - Ace 
                     Level 5 – Geoquest 
 
*All new participants to the program (regardless of what grade they are in) 
will begin at Level 1, the Bronze level.  Once that level is achieved, the 
student independently progresses to Silver, Gold, and then to Ace.   All 
students proceed at his/her own pace.  It is not a race, it is meant to be fun 
and challenging.   
 
*Students who have already participated in Globalympics will pick up where 
they left off last year.  Each student has their own card to keep track of 
progress and this card follows them from Kindergarten to 3rd grade.   
 
 
Do students get tested at school for the Geoquest Level? 
 
*No, students do not get tested at school for the Geoquest level. 
 
 *Geoquest, or Level 5, is designed for students to work independently at 
home to find the answers to the Geoquest questions.  The student will 
conduct research through a variety of tools such as library books, 
encyclopedias, and the Internet.  They will write their answers on the 
Geoquest sheet and hand the answers in to the Globalympics coordinator 
for their classroom. The Globalympics coordinator will then contact Mary 
Ann Macintyre, who has the answer sheets.   Answers will be checked and 
returned to the students. 
 
*Students must successfully answer 10 out of 12 questions for each 
Geoquest Challenge Level.   
 



What are the Geoquest Challenge Levels? 
 

*There are 6 Geoquest Challenge levels. 
     -Challenge Level 1   North America 
     -Challenge Level 2   Asia 
     -Challenge Level 3   Africa 
     -Challenge Level 4   Europe 
     -Challenge Level 5   Oceania 
     -Challenge Level 6   South America 
 

*Students can choose any level to work on, but the levels are designing to 
be more challenging as you progress through them sequentially.     
 
What is in each Globalympics folder? (FOR TESTERS ONLY) 
 

*Each Globalympics folder should have the following sheets of paper:  
 

BRONZE 
10 Congratulations Certificates with stickers 
10 Bronze Study Guide/Answer sheet (2 sided) 

  5   Bronze (level 1) Test Sheet (2 sided) 
SILVER 

10 Congratulations Certificates with stickers 
10 Level 2 -Silver Study Guide/Test Sheet 

         2nd side:  Level 2 -Study Guide/Answer Sheet 
5 Silver Medal Test Sheet (one sided) 

GOLD 
5 Congratulations Certificates with stickers 
5 Level 3 -Gold Study Guide/Answer Sheet (2 sided) 
5 Gold Medal Test Sheet Level 3 (one side) 

ACE 
5 Congratulations Certificates with Stickers 
5 Level 4 -Ace Medal Study Guide (3 pgs: 2 double sided, 1 one side) 
2 Level 4- Ace Test Sheet 

 
GEOQUEST  

5 Congratulations Certificates 
Challenge Level 1,2,3,4,5,6  (2 each)  



Questions that students and parents may ask:  
 
Does the student need to get all of the questions right on one test? 
 

*No.   If, for example, the student is on the Silver level and they have 
correctly answered 3 questions out of a possible 5, they will be marked on 
their Student Progress Tracking card that they have correctly answered the 
3 questions.  They will then have the opportunity to answer the remaining 
two questions the next time testing occurs.   
 
What if the student correctly answers a question only partially? 
 

*For example, on the Silver level, under question 2, there is a, b, c, d, e, 
and f.  Again, the tester will mark the questions, or sub-questions that the 
student answered correctly.  If the student only correctly answered 2a, 2c, 
and 2f, this will be marked on their Student Progress Tracking card and 
they will get the chance to test on 2b, 2d, and 2e at the next testing 
session.   
 
Does a student need to answer the test questions in order? 
 

*The student needs to progress through the levels in this order: Bronze, 
Silver, Gold, Ace and the Geoquest.                                 
 
*The student does NOT need to answer the test questions under each level 
in order.  A student can tell a tester that they have only studied for 
questions #s 1 and 5, for example, in the Silver Level.   The tester will just 
test them on those questions then.   
           
What is the Student Tracking Progress card?  
 

*Each student has their own card with their name on it to keep track of their 
progress.   This card follows them from kindergarten through 3rd grade.  On 
it, it shows how many questions they answered correctly, when they 
passed a level and earned their medal certificate, and which questions still 
need to be answered during the next testing session.   
 
*The parent volunteer testers from each classroom keep track of each 
student’s progress during each testing session.  The Student Tracking 
Progress cards are kept in a Globalympics folder and all of the information 
remains in school.  



What is expected of the Room Parents or Globalympics Class 
Coordinator?   
 

*The room parents or a Globalympic class coordinator will request parent 
volunteers to help with testing the students in their class. 
Testing will take place on a specified time and day every week (usually 
Fridays).  
 

*A Sign Up Genius will be sent home by the Globalympics Coordinator for 
parents to sign up their child as a participant and for parents to sign up as a 
volunteer.   
 
What is expected of a parent tester when they come in to the school 
for testing? 
 

*The parent tester must sign in at the front desk as a visitor and place a 
yellow sticker on their clothing which states their name and date.  
 

*The Globalympics tester must tell the school secretary that they are there 
for Globalympics testing.   The secretary will then let the testers  
know when they can enter the hallways of the grade they are assigned.   
 

*The Globalympics tester will quietly inform the teacher that they have 
arrived to test.  
 

*The Globalympics tester will quietly set up chairs/desk in the hallway 
outside of the classroom.  
 

*The teacher will let you know which children are ready for testing.  
Children do not need to test each week (only if they have studied and are 
ready). 
A good idea is to make a list of the students who will test that day.  Bring 
this list into the hallway with you.  After you test the first student, ask that 
student to go into the classroom and quietly tap the next child to be tested 
on the shoulder and tell them it is their turn to test.   (In this way, you can 
stay in the hallway and it is less of a disturbance to the classroom).   
 

*The children will test in the hallway, using quiet voices.   
 

*When the tester is done testing, always return the Globalympics folder, 
including the Student Tracking Progress cards, to the Globalympics box.   



What are the procedures for testing the student?  
 

*The Globalympics folder will be in the Main office upon tester’s arrival.  
The folder contains each child’s level of achievement (the Student Tracking 
Progress card), and all of the test sheets and study guides for each level 
(Bronze, Silver, Gold, Ace, Geoquest).   
 

*First, look at the child’s Student Tracking Progress card to see what level 
they are at, and what questions to test them on.  A good idea is to ask the 
student what questions they are ready to be tested on.  Sometimes a child 
will tell you “I only studied for questions ___ and ____”.  Sometimes they 
will tell you that they didn’t study, so you will  
then just test them on one or two questions and if they do not answer 
correctly, let them know that this is what they will be tested on next testing 
date, if they’d like to go home and prepare for it.   
 
*Next, get out the test sheet for the level they child is at.  For example, 
Silver.   Place the test sheet in front of the child, so that they can see the 
map, or picture of what they are being tested on. 
 
*When testing the child, always be supportive and encouraging.  Not all 
students will pass the questions.  It is meant to be challenging, but fun!   If 
a student does not know the answer, review it with them and ask if they’d 
like to try another question.   
 
*When testing is completed, each student gets to pick out a prize from the 
prize box, regardless of how they did.  We want to encourage the children 
to try again next time and reward them for their efforts.  
 
*Each Globalympics folder should have half sheets of paper in it, which 
says:  Great job today testing for Globalympics.  You competed the 
____level, sections __________.  Be prepared to study ______for the next 
testing date which will be _____________. 
Fill out this form and give to the child to take home. Their parent will then 
know what to help them study for the next testing session.  
 



What does the Globalympics tester do when a student passes a level? 
 
*When the student passes a level, (for example, he has answered all of the 
questions in the Bronze level correctly) 
  

-First, congratulate the student.  In the Globalympics folder, take out the 
“Congratulations” certificate for the level that he/she has achieved.  Write 
the student’s name on the certificate and place a gold sticker on it and 
present it to the student.   
 

-Second, let the teacher know that the student has passed a level, so that 
the teacher can praise the student and give recognition. 
                                                                                                       

-Third, fill out the list of participating students and mark the date/level the 
child achieved.  
 

-Fourth, when you finish testing for the day, sign out in the office. 
 (The Globalympics Coordinator for the school will place the child’s name 
on a bulletin board when they pass a level.).   
 
More questions:  
 
How do I replenish the Globalympics folder? 
If you find that you do not have enough papers in your folder (example, test 
sheets or study guides), you can go upstairs in Cucinella in the teacher's 
copy room. As you walk in the door and turn right, past the copy machine, 
there is a cabinet on the wall, labeled GLOBALYMPICS.  This cabinet is left 
unlocked and contains copies of everything you should need to replenish 
your Globalympics folder for your classroom.  If you find that some of the 
papers in this cabinet are running low, please contact Mary Ann Macintyre 
(cucinellaptogeography@hotmail.com) who will make more copies.   
  
 
What if I don't get to all of the children in one testing period?  
Each class should keep a list of all student participants.  This list should 
also mark the testing dates.  Check off the students name as you test 
during the testing session.  By keeping this list, you can "rotate" the 
students, if you don't get to them this testing session, make a note so that 
they will be tested first next time (if they want to).  This way, you won't be 
testing the same students over and not seeing some other students. 
  



What if a student is not ready to be tested? 
When you go in to test, you can ask the students to raise their hands (or 
have the teacher do this), and ask them who is ready to test (who studied).  
In this way, you will eliminate taking the time to test students who are not 
ready and be able to get to more students who have studied and are eager 
to be tested. 
  
Where do parents find the Globalympics test sheets and study 
guides? 
All Globalympics information can be found on Cucinella’s PTO website,  
www.cucinellapto.org.  Please encourage parents to download and print 
the pages they need to help their child study.   
 


